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Tuurspbay, Sune the 7th, 1753. 





So T is with fome degree of pride as 


Cua 
ms ; he well as pleafure that I fee my corref- 


pondents multiply fo faft, that the tafk 


T have undertaken is become almoft a 


BO , 
yee fine cure. For many weeks paft it 


2] 


* has been entirely fo, allowing only 
for fome little alterations, which I judged it neceflary to 
make in two or three efflays; a liberty which I thal] 
never take without the greateft caution, and upon few 


other occafions, than to give a general turn to what may 
poffibly be applied to a particular character. To all 
men of genius and good-humour, who will favour me 
with their correfpondence, I fhall think myfelf both ho- 

noured and obliged. 
Tue writer of the following letter will, I am. fure 
forgive 
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forgive me for the few liberties I have taken with him 
The grievance he complains of 13 a very greatone, and 
what [ fhould imagine needs only to be mentioned to 
find redrefs. 

Jo Mr. Firz-Anam. 
SIR, 

To facil the curiofity of a country friend, I accom- 
panicd him a few weeks ago to Bedlam ; a place which I 
fhould not otherwile have vifited, as the diftrefies of my 
fellow-creatures affect me too much to incline me to be 
a {pectator of them. Iwas extremely moved at the va- 
riety of wretches, who appeared either fullen or outra- 
geous, melancholy or chearful, accordiag to their diffe- 
rent difpofitions ; and who feemed to retain, though in- 
confiftently, the fame paffions and affections, as when 
in poffeffion of their reafon. In one cell fat a wretch 
upon his ftraw, looking ftedfaftly upon the ground in 
filent defpair. In. another the fpirit of ambition fathed 
from the eyes of an emperor, who ftrutted the happy 
lord of the creation. Here a fearful mifer, having in 
fancy converted his rags to gold, fat counting out his 
wealth, and trembling at all who faw him. There the 
prodigal was hurrying up and down his ward, and giving 
fortunes to thoufands. On one fide a ftraw-crowned 
king was delivering laws to his people, and on the other 
a hufband, mad indeed, was dictating to a wife that had 
undone him. Sudden fits of raving interrupted the fo- 
lemn walk of the melancholy mufician, and fettled de- 
fpair fat upon the pallid countenance of the love-fick 
maid. 

' To thofe who have feeling minds, there is nothing fo 
affecting as fights like thefe ; nor can a better leffon be 
taught us in any part of the globe than in this {chool of 


mifery. Here we may fee the mighty reafoners of the 
earth 
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earth, below even the infects that crawl upon it; and 
from fo humbling a fight we may learn to moderate our 
pride, and to keep thofe paffions within b unds, whic) 
if too much indulzed, would drive reafon from her fea’, 
and level us with the wretches of this unhappy maniion. 
But Lam forry to fay it, curiofity and wantonnefs, move 
than a defire of inftrudtion, carry the majority of fpecta- 
tors to this difmal place. It was in the Eafter-week 
that I attended my friend there ; when to my great fur- 
prize, I found a hundred people at leaft, who having 
paid their two-pence a piece, were tufrered unattended 
to run rioting up and down the wards, making fport and 
diverfion of the miferable inhabitants; a cruelty whieh 
one would hardly think human nature capable of! 
Surely if the utmott mifery of mankind is to be made 
a fight of for gain, thofe who are the governors of this 
hofpital fhould take care that proper pertons are appoint- 
ed to attend the {pectators; and net tuier indecen- 
cies to be committed, which would fhock the humanity 
of the favage Indians. I taw fome of the poor wretches 
provoked by the infuits of this holiday mob into furies 
of rage ; and I {aw the, poorer wretches, the. fpe€tators, 
in a loud laugh of triumph at the ravings they had oc- 
cafioned. 

In a country where chriftianity is, at leaft, profeffed, 
it is ftrange that humanity fhould, in this inftance, fo 
totally have abandoned us; for however trifling this 
may appear to fome particular perfons, I cannot help 
looking upon it asa refte@tion on the nation, and worth j 
the confideration of all good men. I know it is a hard 
tafk to alter the wanton difpofitions of mankind; but 
it is not hard for men in power to hinder people from ™: 
venting thofe difpofitions on the unhappy objects in 


qucflion, 
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queftion, of whom every governor is the guardian, and 
therefore bound to protect them from fo cruel an out- 
rage ; an outrage, which is not only injurious to the 
poor wretches themfelves, but is alfo an infvlt upon hu- 
man nature. I hope, therefore, that for the future, 
the governors of this noble charity will think themfelves 
obliged in confcience and honour to rettify an abufe 
which is fo great a difcredit to it: or if they continue 
regardlefs of it, that you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, will pro- 
nounce every individual of them to be an accomplice in 
the barbarity. 

Anp now, fir, that I am upon the fubje& of madnefs, 
give me leave to hint to you an opinion which I have 
often entertained, and which my late vifit to Bedlam 
has again revived, That the maddeft people in this 
kingdom are not 77, but out of Bedlam. I have frequently 
compared in my own mind the aétions of certain per- 
fons whom we daily meet with in the world, with 
thofe of the inhabitants of Bedlam, who, properly {peak- 
ing, may be faid to be out of it; and I know of no other 
difference between them, than that the former are mad 
with their reafon about them, and the latter fo from the 
misfortune of having loft it. But what is extraordinary 
in this age, when, to its honour be it fpoken, charity 
is become fafhionable, thefe unhappy wretches are fuf- 
fered to run loofe about the town, raifing riots in pub- 
lic affemblies, beating conftables, breaking lamps, dain- 
ning parfons, affronting modefty, difturbing families, 
and deftroying their own fortunes and conttitutions ; 
and all this without any provifion being made for them, 
or the leaft attempt to cure them of this madnefs in 


their blood. 


THE 
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Tue miferable objects Iam fpeaking: of, are divided 
into two clafies; the Men oF ‘Spirit asouT Town, 
and the Bucks; the Men or Spirit have fome glini-: 
merings of underftanding ; the Bucks none ; the forther 
are demoniacs, or people poffefied ; the latter are uni-: 
formly and incurably mad. For the reception anid con-: 
finement of both thefe ciafles, I would humbly propofe 
that two very fpacious buildings be erected,, the one 
called the hofpital for MEN oF SpiRiT, or demoniacs ; 
and the other the hofpitai for Bucks or incurables. Of 
thefe hofpitals I would have the keepers of our feveral 
Bridewells appointed governors, with full powers of 
-onftituting. fuch deputies.or”fub-governors as to their 
wifdom fhall feem meet. That after fuch hofpitals are 
built, proper officers appointed, and doctors, furgeons, 
apothecaries and mad nurfeés provided, all young noble- 
men and others within the bills of mortality, having 
common fenfe, who fhall be found offending againft the 
rules of decency, either in the cafes above-mentioned, 
or in others of a fimilar nature, fhall immediately be 
conducted to the hofpital for demoniacs, there to be ex- 
orcifed, phyficked and difciplined into a proper ufe of 
their fenfes ; and that full liberty be granted to all per- 
fons whatfoever to vifit, laugh at, and make fport of 
thefe demoniacs, without lett or moleftation from any 
of the keepers, according to the prefent cuftom of Bed- 
lam. To the Buck hofpital for incurables I would 
have all fuch perfons conveyed as are mad through folly, 
ignorance, or conceit; there to be fhut up for life, not 
only to be prevented from doing mifchief, but from 
expofing in their own perfons the weaknefies and mife- 
rics of mankind. 'Thefe incurables, on no pretence 
whatfoever, to be vifited or ridiculed; as it would be 


‘+. nm af 
altogether 
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altogether as inhuman to infult the unhappy wretches 
who never were pofleffed of their fenfes, as it is to make 
a jeft of thofe who have unfortunately loft them. 

Tus building and endowing thefe hofpitals I leave 
to the projectors of ways and. means ; contenting my- 
felf with having communicated a fcheme, which if car- 
ried into execution, will fecure us from: thofe {warms of 
madmen which are at prefent fo much the dread and 
difturbance of all public places. 

T am, 
S:1R, 
Your conftant. reader and 
moft, humble fervant, 
P.. P. 
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